
The role of women
This is part of the 

Valedictory address I 
delivered on May 31 at 
Kokomo High School’s 
commencement:

“We need female lead-
ers. Out of all of the For-
tune 500 CEOs, 21 are 
female… we’re still earn-
ing 77 cents on a man’s 
dollar. The patriarchy 
must be dismantled.”

Two days after my 
graduation, Peter Heck 
also gave a commence-
ment address on the roles 
of women at Eastern’s 
graduation. Heck found 
little value to powerful 
women when he spoke 
on June 2:

“To solve the problems 
plaguing our society, we 
don’t need more women 
as CEOs, we need more 
women as invested 
mothers.”

Which plaguing prob-
lems of our society is 
Heck speaking about? 
Research indicates that 
the employment of moth-

ers inflicts zero damage 
on children.  A New York 
Times Sunday Review 
cited an examination of 
70 studies that shows “no 
significant negative ef-
fects of maternal employ-
ment on the intellectual 
achievement of young 
children.” 

Heck seems concerned 
only with the emotional 
state of husbands. He 
told girls that “the great-
est role of your life” will 
not only be that of moth-
er, but wife, and that “we 
need more men acting as 
fierce defenders of their 
wives and providers for 
their children.” Heck 
is not warning young 
women of the negative 
effect their jobs will have 
on their children; his 
concern is for their male 
companions, who will 
lose their roles as “de-
fenders” and “providers” 
if their women show any 
autonomy or financial 
freedom. 

Research investigates 

this deep male anxiety 
and the problems it can 
cause for women. The At-
lantic published an article 
in May that deciphers 
a study that analyzes 
the marriages in which 
women earn more than 
men: “Evidence suggests 
that couples are less like-
ly to get married if the 
woman’s income exceeds 
her partner’s. Once mar-
ried, a wife earning more 
than her husband is more 
likely to be unhappy in 
the marriage, more likely 
to feel pressured to take 
fewer hours, and more 
likely to get divorced.” 
Wives who earned more 
also did more chores 
around the house. “The 
only way to make sense 
of it is compensatory be-
havior,” said economist 
Emir Kamenica. “Maybe 
the husband feels threat-
ened, so she does more of 
the cooking, even though 
she earns more.”

Perhaps Peter Heck 
is not simply an ultra-
conservative rural voice, 
but an indication of the 
veiled, and even subcon-

scious, distress of men 
who are encountering a 
growing number of fi-
nancially independent 
women. 

Morgan Mohr
Kokomo

Thanks from
Northside

Northside would like 
to thank everyone for 
coming out to the Rookie 
League championship 
game and tailgate party 
on June 6. The weather 
was a beautiful night 
for baseball and the kids 
played a great game.

Congratulations to 
H&R Photography for 
taking home the cham-
pionship! Our hats off 
to all the Rookie League 
teams that played in the 
tournament. Kokomo 
and the county leagues 
have some great up and 
coming baseball players 
in the near future. Rookie 
league is truly one of the 
best things to happen to 
youth baseball!

This is a comparison of 
two states, Texas and Cali-
fornia. One state is eco-
nomically a powerhouse 
and the other languishes 
in debt. Both are signifi-
cant oil and gas producers. 
Both, in the past, have had 
vibrant economies which 
seemed to have no limits. 
The two states have taken 
extraordinarily different 
paths, both economically 
and socially. One state has 
tax and spend politicians 
and the other has a more 
fiscally conservative gov-
ernment, whether Demo-
crat or Republican.

Texas is the state with a 
powerful economy, robust 
industry, and is fiscally 
conservative, while Cali-
fornia has ignored its natu-
ral resources with all the 
economic consequences, 
taxed industry until there 
is outward migration, 
while becoming one of 
the highest taxed citizens 
in the nation. There have 
been good environmental 
laws started in California 
but currently the far left 
environmental thugs have 
taken over most environ-
mental initiatives. In ad-
dition, California has one 
of the highest unemploy-
ment rates in the United 
States.

One only has to look at 
the oil and gas industry 
to get a good comparison 
of both state’s economic 

efforts. Texas, California, 
and Alaska have produced 
more oil than most of the 
remaining oil producing 
states. The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported Texas has in-
creased oil production 50 
percent in just over eight 
years, while California has 
decreased oil output by 21 
percent since 2001. 

The Journal further stat-
ed more than 400,000 Tex-
ans are employed by the 
oil and gas industry, more 
than ten times the number 
employed in the oil fields 
of California. The aver-
age salary of an oil field 
worker in Texas is $100,000 
a year, and the oil industry 
generates $80 billion a year 
in economic activity, ex-
ceeding the annual output 
of goods and services in 13 
individual states. 

The two states are miles 
apart in the way the oil in-
dustry is individually per-
ceived by environmental 
groups, state judges and 
politicians, consequently 

in California the industry 
is dying, and in Texas oil is 
thriving.

It is estimated Califor-
nia has extremely large 
volumes of oil in the Mon-
terey shale, a potential oil 
field that stretches over 
200 miles south and south-
east of San Francisco. The 
Department of Energy es-
timates the Monterey shale 
contains about 15 billion 
barrels of oil, double the 
estimated supply of oil in 
the Bakken range in Texas. 
The reason there has been 
no drilling for oil in the 
Monterey shale is because 
the environmentalists have 
convinced a judge that so-
called new technology 
known as fracking is un-
safe. 

Fracking is not new and 
has been used by oil pro-
ducers for 30 years. Texas 
and North Dakota have 
used the fracking process 
for years, but this judge’s 
actions has blocked, just 

not drilling for much need-
ed oil by the United States, 
but an opportunity to re-
duce unemployment and 
reduce the states tremen-
dous debt through corpo-
rate taxes. Environmental 
groups are elated with the 
judge’s decision as are the 
elite and wealthy Califor-
nians. 

The one American city 
taking advantage of the 
upsurge in oil production 
is Houston, Texas. Hous-
ton Mayor Annise Parker 
refers to Houston as the 
“Redneck white city down 
in Texas.” She describes 
Texas as open, entrepre-
neurial, and welcoming. 
The mayor is a Democrat 
in a red state, and is openly 
gay. So much for Califor-
nian’s looking at the Tex-
ans with a jaundiced eye. 
She is also a social liberal 
with a pro-business at-
titude and is a product of 
the oil industry. 
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A tale of two 
states

FLOYD - A5

The opponents of wind energy in Howard County 
may turn some people off as reactionary or extreme, 
but they did raise a good point last week; one which 
Howard County government will not accept easily. 
For all of their insistences that county government 
is the most transparent of local governments, county 
officials cannot escape the fact that they’re crowing 
about clearing a rather low bar.

And sometimes, they trip over that bar pretty hard.
The windmill opponents detailed this easily enough 

on June 3 when local dairy farmer Grace April ex-
plained that hearings on the abatement for the wind-
mill project weren’t announced as part of the meeting 
agendas for the Howard County Commissioners and 
Howard County Council last year. 

She was right. If a person wanted to protest wind 
energy a year ago, they would have had to blanket 
each meeting, hoping that they attended on the right 
date. The reality is that this type of omission is more 
common than anyone would like to accept.

A similar occurrence took place last summer with 
the county’s annual budget session. The original start 
date for the budget hearings was moved by a day, and 
the notice for this wasn’t uniformly posted. A person 
wanting to observe this first session would have had 

to comb the legal advertisements to know of the date 
change -- an inefficient practice limited by extremely 
low circulation. And the information isn’t free by this 
method, either.

Of course, the most egregious example of the coun-
ty avoiding public scrutiny takes place with the com-
missioners’ administrative sessions, which are not ad-
vertised at all. The public specifically isn’t welcome, 
yet the commissioners aren’t closing the door in ex-
ecutive session, either. It is a no man’s land of a public 
meeting.

When the Perspective pointed out this practice last 
year, the commissioners agreed to at least notify the 
media when the meetings took place. This agreement 
has gone unfulfilled by our “transparent” county of-
ficials.  

Are county fathers hiding something in these in-
stances? One would like to believe that it is simple 
oversight or negligence, though it is doubtful that the 
angry windmill opponents are in a frame of mind to 
accept such an excuse.

At the least, Howard County owes its citizens an 
apology for this, but don’t expect one anytime soon. 
Perhaps we will have to make due with a little notice 
next time.

A little notice would be nice

“

“

There have been good en-
vironmental laws started in 
California, but currently the 
far left environmental thugs 
have taken over most envi-

ronmental initiatives.
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If you have purchased a NuEar Hearing Aid System in the past 10 years
Indiana Hearing Aid at Kokomo is proud to announce...We are now the

Authorized Dispenser and Service Center for NuEar Hearing Aids.

Contact us today to schedule your free lifetime service program.
We are preferred providers for most Insurance including UAW active and retirees.

American made...American owned!
We are accepting new and previous Nu-Ear clients for free

cleaning, maintenance, upgrades, and programming.

“We are Here
to Help You Hear”
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